he showed four Fights when he wished 
them to full soll and follow in his wake.” 


supper at i 
Hannah Clothier Hull, Miss Zonia Baber and Miss Amy D. 
Woods told some of their humorous and serious experiences of 
the early days of WIL. Miss Balch could not be present, so 
she sent the contribution which appears below. Miss Nitchie, 


I am no princess, only the plainest of New England 
spinsters and ex-teachers, but for one brief, accidental 
episode in my life I consorted with men in the seats of 

wer. We talked with Prime Ministers and Foreign 


inisters in Saint Petersburg and Copenhagen and 


Christiana and Stockholm and the rae London, 
and King Haakon chatted with us familiarly. In Eng- 
land, George Bernard Shaw and his wife invited us to 
tea and Lowes Dickinson dripped rain from his drenched 
coat and depression from his burdened spirit, standing 
on the hearth rug. In Washington I had an interview 
with Woodrow Wilson whom I had just missed the 
privilege of having as a teacher in Bryn Mawr. 

Meanwhile “the Queen,” indeed, Jane Addams her- 
self, was making her parallel round of the more important 
visits with plucky Dr. Aletta Jacobs and Dr. Alice Ham- 
ilton to the belligerent capitals, except Russia and the 
Scandinavian countries, and to Washington (then neu- 
tral). All this was in 1915, following our first Women’s 
Congress at the Hague, with which our history begins, 
and was undertaken as a mandate of that Congress on 
the suggestion of Rosika Schwimmer. The purpose of 
all these interviews was to urge our proposal for a Con- 
ference of Neutrals for Continuous Mediation. At this 
distance of time it looks as though this plan might have 
been tried and might have made history, if we had been 
able to win Wilson’s support. . 

Miss Addams and some forty more of us American 
women had gone across the heavily mined waters to 
Holland to attend what proved to be the first of our 
many Congresses. The history of the odd and eventful 
trip is too long to tell here and is all set down in print. 
The long, careful discussions in the dining saloon of the 
ship where we hammered out the ideas that we wanted 


to discuss with women from the war-racked countries 
whom we were going to meet were an important early 
chapter of our efforts to help pool the intelligence of 
peace lovers all over the 
After the war, in 1919, twenty-four years ago, we 
continued this effort at our Congress in Zurich, on which 
occasion we adopted our present name of Women’s 
International League for Peace and Freedom. I was 
asked to go to Geneva as international secretary and to 
set up there an International Headquarters Office. We 
discovered an odd little mansion with a linden tree and 
garden and little dripping fountain two storeys above 
the sidewalk, over the old city wall, and there we estab- 
lished ourselves, calling it the MAISON INTERNA- 
TIONALE. There we still have an international office. 
To the “Maison” came friends of all sorts and from 
all quarters of the globe, from Liberia, and Persia, and 
China, from Spain and South America, from Prague and 
from Chicago. Here came Jane Addams, who rearranged 
all our furniture, presented us with a reading lamp for 
the parlor, and filled the house with her lovely and tonic 
presence. Here for a dozen years or so I spent much of 
my time, absorbed by the peep-show vision that Geneva 
afforded of the events of that fateful period during which 
there was complete failure to make any intelligent or 
adequate effort to check the growing aggression that 
began in Manchuria and swept on its triumphant way to 
Pearl Harbor and beyond; during which efforts to 
disarmament failed, half-hearted as 
ey were; during which the noble experiment of the 
League of Nations failed, so far as its function of pre- 
server of the peace of the world went, because the gov- 
ernments were not in earnest in using it to that end; 


and during which consequently the peace was lost — 
for a time. 
Out of my many crowding memories it is hard to 
know what to pick and choose. Of all my experiences 
the greatest and the dearest was the being privileged to 
know Jane Addams. It is as impossible to evoke her 
for those who did not have the happiness of knowing 
ance of a ripe strawberry or of 
on last page) 


| \@ 
\ 
VOL, Il, No. 2 JUNE, 1943 
4 
WHEN WE WERE VERY YOUNG te 
A special feature of our national annual meeting in Néw ct 
wh 
residing, U the imaginary setting of an Old fairy : 
of princesses.) 
~ 
| 
] 
| 


CARIBBEAN CONFERENCE IN NEW YORK 


As an outgrowth of our concern over critical war- 
time conditions of food shortage, unemployment and 
general distress in Puerto Rico and other islands, and 
also of our belief that the continuing problems of the 
Caribbean area can best be solved by planning for the 
region as a whole, on May first the W.I.L. and the 
Latin American Economic Institute of New York City 
jointly held a one-day public conference on “Economic 
Problems of the Caribbean Area”. From our own An- 
nual Meeting, of which the Caribbean Conference was 
a feature, came quite a part of the audience, augmented 
by a considerable number from Greater New York and 

a few from other cities. 


After a background sketch of the “Land and the 
People” by Prof. A. Curtis Wilgus of George Washing- 
ton University, who also conducted the afternoon Forum, 
the “Impact of the War” on the three island countries 
— Cuba, Dominican Republic and Haiti—and on the 


British, Dutch, French and U. S. colonies, was set forth 


briefly by a native of each of these units. These speakers 
included two diplomatic officers, a visiting guest lecturer 
and two other professors, a press correspondent now con- 
nected with the Netherlands Information Bureau, and a 
member of the Fighting French Delegation. They gave 
us a varied picture of suffering due to food shortages and 
soaring prices, unemployment, and general dislocation of 
import and export trade, due to the war. All showed an 
interest in closer collaboration among Caribbean nations, 
while from the British and Puerto Rican representatives 
came demands for a greater degree of self-government 
as a prerequisite for such cooperation. The cultured 
Haitian, a guest of the State Department, who insisted 
on making his report in his native French language, 


furnished one of the high points of the meeting. 
At lunch Dr. Ernesto Galarza, well known for his. 


attitude in the recent Bolivian labor conflict, gave a 
masterly presentation of population and labor problems, 
such as those involved in bringing Latin American 
workers here, and the effect of the war on organized 


In the afternoon came two excellent papers on im- 
portant factors in the development of the Caribbean 
region. Dr. Rayford Logan of Howard University spoke 

on “Post-War Problems in Agriculture and Industry”, 
pointing out possibilities for diversification and expan- 
sion, and the basic need for providing a living wage for 
workers. He was followed by Prof. Bailey W. Diffie 
of the College of the City of New York — also a speaker 


at our Puerto Rican Institute in 1940—on “Economic 


Inter-Relations”. While noting a healthy growth in 
the sense of responsibility on the part of governments 
for economic improvement, he pointed out that living 
standards are so low, and improvement will necessarily 
be so slow, that Caribbean peoples may become im- 
pe and doubt the sincerity of American intentions 


of fulfilling our part. 


A Forum on Political and Administrative Problems 
was held at the end of the session. Among other points, 
it was brought out that the correction of evils, such as 
abseritee landlordism, lags under a colonial government, 
and that many of the problems common to all the Carib- 
bean nations could be handled with hope of success by 
some form of economic federation, which might evolve 
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A 60-page report on the Conference will be Ee 
lished in June, and may be purchased for 75 cents from 
our national teadiguerveck, 1734 F Street, Washington. 
We believe it will be well worth the price, and a means 
of spreading needed information about a region which 
we should know thoroughly because it offers a strong 
temptation to U. S. imperialism. At the end of the 
report are 14 Recommendations ye eee oe by a committee - 
of the WIL, forming a sort Bill of Rights for the 
Caribbean. We hope you will secure the Report and 
bring it to the attention of schools, libraries, and groups 
interested in Latin America. 


Through the connections of the Latin American 
Economic Institute with the AP and UP, notices: of the 
Conference were sent out widely in the United States 
and in Latin America. Please send us ~ press items 
you can, for our Conference file. 
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RESOLUTIONS 
following resoluti the thirty or so a 
at in | New York. A lete set 
may be obtained by writing the National Office, 1734 F Street, 
Washington. 


~ The Policies and Program adopted at t the Annual M 
New York will appear in the July number of FOUR LIGHTS. 


of some necessary éditing they are not ready for this 


No, 1. PEACE AIMS 


We, members of the W.1.L.P.F. in Annual Session in New 
York City, persuaded that prolonged warfare ending either in 
attrition or surrender will a 
peace ther just nor durable, urge our government to declare 

(Continued next column) 


Dr. Olive Reddick . 


unless they receive food immediately. The tae ‘ 
elgian children who are eating less than one- _ 
food necessary to keep them alive and growing. ~ 


oreign 
iate held on Resolution No. 100, presented - 
by Senators Gillette and Taft proposing that food be sent to the 
starving peoples of Europe. 


No. 8. CONSCRIPTION OF WOMEN 
AND MANPOWER | 
To the Military Affairs Committee _ 
Copy to Mr. McNutt 
The WLL.P.P,, ete, desires to commend the Chief of the 


To 
wa the pressure on 
schools to adopt aad extend the Victory Corps programme 
y curtail the educational programme 
coward Ges Of the 


requisite for the generation that 

2. That tre Office of Education do all in its power to 
the schools conserve the best traditions of liberal education 
training for democratic i 


No. 10. MILITARY CONTROL OF EDUCATION 
To Studebaker 


of to military control, in whole 
Inasmuch as young people now of high echool 
age are the ones who assume positions 
epend, it is essential that they given a 
tion not in military subjects now under 
War Department, but in a knowledge of the cultures and histories 
and economic needs of all countries and a sense of 
for the welfare of all, under scholars assured of freedom to 
the truth as they see it. Therefore, we urge that as soon as 
possible plans be formulated for freeing our institutions of higher 


| a NOW, before the contemplated invasion of Europe takes place, ne 
its Peace Aims, and also urge that all peace offers from whatever — ee 
No, 5. FEEDING IN EUROPE 
To the Chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee .of the ~~ 
The Four Horsemen ride again and starvation and disease _ =e 
stalk the wo 
are known of 
Therefore, we members of the W.LE,P.F. in Annual Session p 
a 
Inter-American Work 
made before the Annual Convention of the Chamber of Com- | ae 
merce when he declared that the administration did not desire - ae 
to direct manpower mobilization “by dictate or by fiat” and that ae 
é “in the absence of compulsory methods the results have been ot) 
’ astounding.” It is the profound conviction of this organization eee 
that an extension of conscription of labor would involve our | a 
country further in the totalitarian pattern against which our sone 
’ ws country professes to be fighting and that the extension of con- Bre * 
to women danger future welfare of 
is country in view rising rate delinquency among ia 
%e brings. It therefore, calls on the Military Affairs Committees ey 
of the Senate and House not to report the Austin-Wadsworth CS 
4 Bill now pending in these committees or any similar measures. 5 
No, 9. VICTORY CORPS | 
Dr. Gertrude C. Bussey Mrs. Stella Moos the 
Miss Dorothy Elizaheth Nitchi ut 
Mrs. Elsie El 1. That the Victory Corps programme be abandoned and ie 
increased education be offered instead, through regular channels, rey 
: for better international understanding which is the in ble fom 
Secretaries of War and Navy Depts. wine 
American Council on Education oe 
Dr. Stoddard 
Chairman and the members of the Policies Committee i 
of the National Education Association ; oa 
The W.LL.P.F., to express its alarm that one 
of our most precious hi ges, the system of liberal college and | eo \.* 
: : university education, should be endangered by the loss of so many ca 
To the President eo 
Secretary of State 
Chairman, Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
Chairman, House Foreign Affairs Committee ae 
(Continued on last page) 
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When We Were Very Young 
_ (Continued from page 1) 


a water-lily for someone who has never smelled one. 
She was so unlike anyone else that I have known — so 
utterly real and first-hand; so subtle, so simple and 
direct; so free from any preoccupation with self, as free 
from asceticism as from self-indulgence; full of com- 
passion without weakness or sentimentality (though she 
grew up in a sentimental generation), loving merriment 
while carrying the world’s woes in her heart — both the 
many which pressed upon her in immediate personal 


shape at Hull House and those of the nameless, unseen . 


millions whose fates are part of our own personal fate. 
A great statesman, a great writer, one of the world’s 
rarest spirits, how can I or anyone evoke her? Go and 


read her books, they will bring her back as far as any- 


thing now can. 

As I think of Jane Addams I think, too, of innumer- 
able friends gathered at our various Congresses and 
meetings from homes in Australia or Finland, Tunis or 
Peru. Some of them are no longer living, some have 
met or are meeting we know not what fate in France, 
in Germany, in Holland, in Norway, in unhappy Poland, 
and elsewhere. Some of them have doubtless shared the 
fate of their fellow Jews; others are still strong and 
active and more in love with peace and all we mean by 
that ancient term than ever. 

Our companionship was and is a living evidence of 
the oneness of men of goodwill everywhere and always: 
Under the disintegrating forces of war-time, with its 
enforced segregations and moral and physical blockades, 
I think there is danger of our losing something of the 
sense that we as National Sections are quite subordinate 
parts of an international body which gives us our funda- 
mental significance. Our national work is often shared 
by other peace and reform organizations. Our work as 
an international peace-and-liberal party is unique. I 
only regret that it is composed of women alone. But in 


any case it is a wonderful birthright and a great trust. 
. EMILY GREENE BALCH. 


NOTES 


J. B. Lippincott Company, publishers of THE CHILDREN’S 
STORY GARDEN, have just sent us a royalty check for 1942 
of $36.64. That is a large amount for the Literature Department 
to receive in a single sum. 

A few years ago the authors of this book generously turned 
over their royalty rights to the WIL in memory of Anna D. 
White, who wrote many of the tales and who was at the time 
of her death our national literature chairman. The book is not 
new, but has become standard as a collection of stories to illus- 
trate ethical and spiritual values, among them peace, goodwill, 
and reconciliation. It is used by teachers and: parents, and its 
material has often been reprinted. Sale of excerpts and the 
‘ modest royalty of 10c per copy add up to appreciable help for 


our work. 
s 


“Leading Post-War Programs and Plans” is published by 
“Fellow Americans” one of whose chairmen is Miss Amy Woods. 
This pamphlet is a resume of nine plans for world organization 
including the most recent. It is closely printed, convenient in 
form, and covers a list quite different from Mrs. Boeckel’s “The 
Americas and the Post-War World”, which considers official 
pronouncements plus proposals included in several unofficial 


studies. “Leading Post-War Programs” sells for 10c each, 


$5 per 100. 


Resolutions 
(Continued from page 3) 


No. 13. WORLD GOVERNMENT 

The Women’s International League, welcoming the great 
interest of our Government in post-war planning as evidenced by 
the many resolutions and bills on the subject introduced in the 
Senate and the House of Representatives and by the several 
statements which have been made by officials in the Executive 
Branch, urges that the government in both its legislative and 
executive branches take definite action at the earliest possible 
moment: 

1. to set up a committee with widely representative mem- 
bers to explore and explain through the medium of public hear- 
ings, radio, etc,, the many inter-related national and international 
problems together with proposals for world organization, 

_. 2 to call for a commission of United Nations, and if pos- 

sible Neutral Nations, representatives to sit continuously with 
authority to act on non-military questions in which there is 
mutual concern and responsibility, 

3. to make definite commitment to continue this cooperation 
by participation in the formation of and to full membership in 
a world-governing organization which shall be the necessary 
frame-work for the eventual realization of international peace and 
justice, based not upon force but upon law and cooperation. 

No. 18% JAPANESE - AMERICANS 
To Mr, John H. Provinse, Director War Relocation Authority, 
Washington, D. C. 


We, members of the W.LL.P.F. in Annual Meeting in New 
York City, May 1, 1943, who consider the role which the Japanese- 
Americans have been called upon to take in the war-crisis in 
many ways the hardest and most humiliating which any group of 
Americans has had to undergo, who desire to see restitution made 
to them as soon as possible for their sacrifices, hereby COM- 
MEND the War Relocation Authority for its sincere efforts to 
ameliorate the difficulties created by the evacuation through 
assisting the evacuees in acquiring new homes and jobs; and 
urge the process of resettlement and/or return to their homes 
to be speeded in accordance with the recommendation of Senator 
Albert B. Chandler to release 82,000 loyal Americans of Japanese 
ancestry within the next few months; and further urge that for 
those who must remain the W.R.A. will spare no effort to make 


“The Americas and the Post-War World” is now out in 
a Spanish edition, 25c. 


The Manhattan Branch has issued an attractive leaflet “On 
the Hunger Front” which deals with the question of feeding 
children in Europe. 2c each, 30c per 100. Z 


Order any of the above from the National Literature Office. 


FOUR LIGHTS 


Owned and published by Women’s International .- 
for Peace end Freedom 
National Literature Department 
1924 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Entered as second class matter 12, 194 
at Phlladeiphia, Peonaylvania, under the Act'of Merce 
Published monthly, except August and September 


Subscription price 50c - Single copies 5c 
National Executive Office, 1734 F St. N.W., Washington, D. C. 


‘ eir enforced exile as unlike a penal sentence as possible, through 
providing homelike surroundings, educational facilities, good food 
and clothing and adequate medical care. 
a And furthermore, we ask that a copy of this resolution be 
; sent Senator Chandler with our sincere gratitude for his proposal 
to aid the Japanese-Americans—a needed demonstration of 
American democracy. 


